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Support starting from the familia

Through my research on gender in Japan, | have met a wide range of scholars and activists.
Among these are specialists who work on women'’s empowerment programs and domes-
tic violence counseling, but there are also those who address gender problems in everyday
contexts.

Last year, when returning home to Perth from a business trip, | noticed that | had a large pile
of the kind of toiletries that hotels give out. It seemed a waste to throw them away, so |
checked the internet to see if there was some way they could be put to use. That was
where | discovered an organization called “Pinchapoo”, established in 2009 by a Victorian
woman who is herself a survivor of domestic violence. The organization, which has an
Australia-wide network, collects unwanted toiletries that hotels provide to travelers, and
distributes them to shelters. By collecting and re-distributing these toiletries, the organiza-
tion is able to help make the lives of those in the shelters a little bit more comfortable.

I plan to continue supporting the good work of this organization: their work is a reminder
that even small acts can make a big difference.
Dr Laura Dales

The University of Western Australia
Osaka Gender Equality Foundation Advisor
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